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The 2005 Advisory CommitteeThe 2005 Advisory Committee
Who We Were, What We DidWho We Were, What We Did

• A diverse group, we represented 
organizations and interests concerned with 
water resources management.  
• Some, including Native Americans and 
environmental justice groups, had not been 
represented in past advisory committees.
• Because the plan was DWR’s, not ours; 
we shared suggestions and concerns and 
posed tough questions.
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Managing the DifferencesManaging the Differences
•We served as advisors.
•As a group, we agreed on many 
things, but not everything.  We 
expected this.
•The AC View explains things we 
mostly agreed about, describes where 
we do not agree, and notes the places 
we still have questions.
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AREAS OF SUBSTANTIAL AREAS OF SUBSTANTIAL 
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

•Using a different approach than in the 
past. 
•Using the document as both a policy 
guiding strategic plan and a source of 
technical information. 
•A need for more information than is 
now available.
•A phased work plan.
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More AgreementMore Agreement
•Clear mission and vision statements, five high-
level goals, fourteen recommendations, and 
specific action items for each of the fourteen 
recommendations.

•Clear statements on essential support activities 
including better application of environmental 
justice criteria and greater inclusion of 
underserved communities in planning and 
decision making, with special sensitivity to the 
unique obligations to Native American 
communities.
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And MORE And MORE ……..

The presentation of links to CALFED
The importance of water quality to protecting 
California’s waters.
The presentation of a good balance between data and 
policies.
Incorporation of information from the state’s General 
Plan Guidelines to promote a better link between water 
supply planning and local land use planning. 
Responsible Approach to Climate change
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Sometimes the Advisory Sometimes the Advisory 
Committee did not agree with Committee did not agree with 
DWR and/or one another on DWR and/or one another on 
various aspects of the plan.  It was various aspects of the plan.  It was 
difficult for DWR to address the difficult for DWR to address the 
sometimessometimes--competing interests of competing interests of 
the Advisory Committee members.  the Advisory Committee members.  
To some extent this represents To some extent this represents 
different philosophical approaches different philosophical approaches 
to dealing with California water to dealing with California water 
problems.problems.

We Left Some Work for the New AC!!We Left Some Work for the New AC!!
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New surface storage, linked to the CalFed program.  New surface storage, linked to the CalFed program.  
The utility, costThe utility, cost--effectiveness, and need for additional effectiveness, and need for additional 
surface storagesurface storage
The degree of ecological damage that occurs and/or The degree of ecological damage that occurs and/or 
should be tolerated in development of additional should be tolerated in development of additional 
water supply. water supply. 
Estimation of implementation challengesEstimation of implementation challenges

AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT AMONG AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT AMONG 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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More  on Differing PerspectivesMore  on Differing Perspectives
The contribution of agriculture to the overall The contribution of agriculture to the overall 
water efficiency estimates for 2030. water efficiency estimates for 2030. 
Compliance with legal requirementsCompliance with legal requirements
Approach for marketApproach for market--based solutions to based solutions to 
allocating or deciding who (or what) gets water allocating or deciding who (or what) gets water 
when the supply cannot meet all demands.when the supply cannot meet all demands.
DWRDWR’’s data presentation was the subject of s data presentation was the subject of 
much debate (as were all the numbers).much debate (as were all the numbers).
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UNCERTAINTIES IN THE 05 PLANUNCERTAINTIES IN THE 05 PLAN
Funding is severely restricted and Funding is severely restricted and consequences serious if consequences serious if 
recommended actions are not fundedrecommended actions are not funded
Actions to sustain water supply reliability are directed by Actions to sustain water supply reliability are directed by 
local water agencies but plan does not have mechanisms to local water agencies but plan does not have mechanisms to 
enforceenforce
Focus on integrated regional water management positive but Focus on integrated regional water management positive but 
document does not address leadership to support and document does not address leadership to support and 
overseeoversee
Scenarios need more development Scenarios need more development 
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More UnknownsMore Unknowns
Relies in part on the beneficiaries of water being the Relies in part on the beneficiaries of water being the 

primary funders of new infrastructure primary funders of new infrastructure ---- No definition No definition 
beneficiary and need to outline how the principle is to be beneficiary and need to outline how the principle is to be 
implemented.implemented.

Some express concern the plan does not address how Some express concern the plan does not address how 
regions will determine if they will collectively develop regions will determine if they will collectively develop 
enough water both to meet the water needs of their local enough water both to meet the water needs of their local 
population and to produce food and other commodities population and to produce food and other commodities 
needed by humanity at large.needed by humanity at large.

No specific mechanism to measure whether or not No specific mechanism to measure whether or not 
implementation of the plan or individual implementation of the plan or individual 
recommendations was successful.recommendations was successful.
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AC Members on the RoadAC Members on the Road
AC Members assisted in explaining the new Water AC Members assisted in explaining the new Water 

Plan approach at numerous public sessions Plan approach at numerous public sessions 
throughout California. throughout California. 

They explained who the AC was, explained how the They explained who the AC was, explained how the 
group came to be group came to be –– including including past concerns that past concerns that 

promoted legislation to create the AC in the promoted legislation to create the AC in the 
current form, current form, 

and how it worked. and how it worked. 
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2005 Advisory Committee Public Sessions2005 Advisory Committee Public Sessions
Workshop TopicsWorkshop Topics

Consensus SeekingConsensus Seeking
Prepare, review, retoolPrepare, review, retool
General Findings General Findings 
Things that worked wellThings that worked well
Things that we didnThings that we didn’’t agree aboutt agree about
The importance of public review and input The importance of public review and input ––
both positive and negativeboth positive and negative
Acknowledgement and appreciation of the Acknowledgement and appreciation of the 
DWR staff that worked very hard to address DWR staff that worked very hard to address 
the AC concernsthe AC concerns
Acknowledgement of the willingness of Acknowledgement of the willingness of 
members to work together through the difficult members to work together through the difficult 
issues.issues.
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GOOD LUCK TO THE NEW ACGOOD LUCK TO THE NEW AC


